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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
PGO25 Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


SPECIAL 
a 

INSURANCE — 

FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES 


Shannons insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 

great insurance package at a very competitive price. 

MM Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive Hi No blame = No excess 
the full sum it is insured for Mi Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 

W@ You have the option to choose your own repairer Ml Free windscreen — one per year without excess 

MM in the event of total toss you will have automatic re- lf Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy ~ subject to excess 
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FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 


—__PRAECLARVM 


The Federal Journal of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 


PRAECLARUM (ISSN 0159-4583) is published six times per year by 
the Federal Council of the Roils-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 
Whilst every care is taken to check information published, no 
responsibility can be accepted for errors. Views expressed by the 
Editor and contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the policies of the Club. Nothing in this journal, including any advert- 
isement, should be construed as endorsement by the Editor or the 
Club of the quality or suitability of any product, service or procedure. 


Change of Address: Members should notify their Branch Secretary 
(address below), not the Editor, in the first instance to advise change 
of address or non-receipt of an issue. 


Contributions: Articles, letters and/or illustrations for publication 
should be sent to the Editor, address below. Articles should prefer- 
ably be sent as Text file on computer disc or Emailed to 
editor@rrac.org.au, otherwise as typed hard copy. 


FEDERAL EXECUTIVE 


President: Fred Haughtey, 
P.O. Box 272, Albany Creek, Qld. 4035 
07-3263-7027 (’phone/fax) 


Secretary: Judith Merlin, 
9 Twinlakes Drive, Lake Haven, N.S.W. 2263 
02-4392-8301 


Treasurer: Bryan Inder, 
65-69 Pittwater Road, Manly, N.S.W. 2095 
02-9977-6442 (w) 02-9487-4153 (h) 02-9977-0841 (fax) 


SIR HENRY ROYCE FOUNDATION 
02-923 1-4688. Email: email@royce.org.au 


FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS 


PRAECLARUM Editor: Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, 
N.S.W. 2580. 02-4829-7140 (‘phone/fax) 


Registrar (CHASSIS PLATE): David Vann, 
6 Burgundy Street, Carseldine, Qld. 4034 
07-3865-3287 (w) 07-3263-8572 (h) 07-3865-4822 (fax) 


Mailing list: lan Dunn, 
P.O. Box 163, Lyneham, A.C.T. 2602 
02-6207-5455 (w) 02-6278-3763 (h) 02-6207-5468 (fax) 


BRANCH SECRETARIES 


Australian Capital Territory: Martin Bennett, 
P.O. Box 444, Jamison Centre, A.C.T. 2614 
02-4829-7140 


New South Wales: Judith Merlin, 
31A Terry Road, Denistone, N.S.W. 2114 
02-9808-3329 


Queensland: Wallace Moorhouse, 
7 Grant Street, Ashgrove, Qld. 4060 
07-3366-5043 


South Australia: Keith van der Pennen, 
P.O. Box 199, Willunga, S.A. 5172 
08-8383-0393 


Victoria: Robin Hickman, 
P.O. Box 330, Vermont, Vic. 3133 
03-9872-3233 Email: mail@rrocavictoria.org.au 


Western Australia: Basil Renolds, 
P.O. Box 590, Kalamunda, W.A. 6926 
08-9450-4016 


SECTION CONTACTS 
Northern Territory: Kathy Preston, 
P.O. Box 1066, Palmerston, N.T. 0831 
08-8983-1029 

Tasmania: lvan Pearson, 


1710 Channel Highway, Margate, Tas. 7054 
03-6267-2708 


No. 1-02. February, 2002 


Front Cover Photo: 


The new Bentley Amage T Black Label Edition is the world’s most powerful saloon. It is powered, of course, 
by the incomparable Rolls-Royce V-8 engine first introduced in 1959, in this instance with a twin turbo- 
charger installation to produce a prodigious 450 bhp — some two and a half times the original 1959 
power output and 50% more than the first Bentley Turbo engine of | 982. All of which demonstrates what 
a wonderful engine Rolls-Royce Ltd designed in the !950s to have allowed such development into the 
following century. In fact, the Arnage T Black Label positively breathes Rolls-Royce engineering heritage. How 
ironic then, and profoundly sad, that from the beginning of next year this engineering, which has evolved in 
an unbroken line from the work of Sir Henry Royce, will be available only in Bentley cars, Photograph 
courtesy of the manufacturer, Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd, Crewe, England. 


Views expressed in this column 
are strictly those of the Editor. 


‘Last of Line’ R-R cars 


Welcome to 2002, the last year of 
Rolls-Royce motor car production by the 
original maker, after nearly a century of 
excellence from Rolls-Royce Ltd and its 
successors. The Company is marking this 
sad occasion with the ‘Last of Line’ Silver 
Seraph. 170 will be built at Crewe, 
providing “a chance to invest in the last 
Rolls-Royce saloons”, to quote their maker. 

The Silver Seraph was the first Rolls- 
Royce saloon to have its body built 
entirely ‘in-house’, which means that had 
the latest version of the venerable 6.75 
litre Rolls-Royce V-8 been fitted as 
hoped, the ‘Last of Line’ car would argu- 
ably have been the most completely 
Rolls-Royce engineered saloon ever. It 
would have been a fine last fling for the 
marque — and a tougher act for BMW to 
have to follow next year. However, it is 
believed that the engine supply contrac- 
tual arrangements for the Silver Seraph 
ensured that these final Rolls-Royce 
saloons will retain the BMW V-12. 

It is abundantly clear that the Comp- 
any at Crewe, regardless of ownership or 
future name change, is the corporate and 
historical successor of the original Rolls- 
Royce Ltd, Car Division. Its superlative 
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Sir Henry Royce Foundation photograph. 


a 


Three members at the centre of the Sir Henry Royce Foundation's initiative to compile a detailed history of 


the Club, They are, from left to right: Sunburnt Country co-author David Neely (N.5.W.), Diana Jones (Vic.), 
and former Federal President and Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trustee David Vann (Qid). 


products, exemplified by the Bentley 
Arnage T Black Label seen on our front 
cover, represent the continuing Rolls- 
Royce engineering tradition. 


Tony Gott moves on 


It came as something of a surprise to 
learn that Mr Tony Gott, Chief Executive 
of Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd 
at Crewe, had resigned to pursue “other 


On the set of the ‘Mrs Bradley Mysteries’ TV series, R.RE.C. member lan Gilroy (right) and stars Diana Rigg 


and Neil 


. ka) 


Dudgen, with lan’s 1927 Phantom | Windovers limousine (60LF). See Letters, page 386]. 


challenges”, as Mr Gott was widely re- 
garded as a Crewe man to the core. It 
came as an even bigger surprise when 
BMW announced, some weeks later, that 
Mr Gott had been appointed as a dir- 
ector in the BMW Group, and that he 
will chair the future “Rolls-Royce” car 
company to be created by BMW and 
based at Goodwood, Sussex. 


What will Goodwood do? 


When our Federal President returns 
from his visit to Munich and Goodwood 
he will no doubt be better placed than 
any other member to enlighten us as to 
precisely what BMW intends to actually 
do at the Goodwood factory. 

Though the partly-built factory is 
described by BMW as a “Rolls-Royce 
manufacturing plant”, the latest inform- 
ation from the U.K. press suggests that 
even the most pessimistic predictions 
may have proved over optimistic in that 
the cars may not even be assembled 
there, as expected, but might be shipped 
in from Germany technically complete to 
be merely finished and trimmed at the 
new factory. Which would, of course, beg 
the question: where and by whom will 
these future cars actually be built? 

Fred will undoubtedly return from 
Munich and Goodwood with the answers 
to this and other questions for publica- 
tion in our next issue. 
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The main repair floor of the Jack Barclay Ltd service works in York Road, Battersea (London), c.1960. Although most of the cars are Silver Cloud and Bentley $ 
Series standard saloons, several coachbuilt cars are in evidence including (behind the standard saloon in the right foreground) a Bentley Continental $2 James Young 
saloon and behind that a two-door saloon by H,. Mulliner on the same chassis type. The Silver Wraith drophead coupé in the middle foreground is WCB22, one 
of a dozen or so by Gurney Nutting and a 1948 Earls Court Motor Show car on the Rolls-Royce Ltd stand. At least two other Silver Wraiths may be seen, as well 
as a Bentley Mk VI standard steel saloon in the right background, Note that for underneath access the cars were driven onto fixed platforms over a large pit area, 
accessed by the steps at middle left, in which the mechanics worked with the benefit of fluorescent illumination as seen in the vacant bay at the extreme bottom 
of the photograph. The sheer size of this facility and the number of cars present are testament to how numerous, almost commonplace, Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars were around London at that time, particularly in view of the existence of Rolls-Royce Ltd’s similarly large Hythe Road service depét a few miles away in 
Willesden, as well as several smaller facilities. All are now closed and we will never see the like of the big ones again. Photograph courtesy of Jack Barclay Ltd, 


ae Below: Further to the short artide in PRAECLARUM 5-00 dealing with the retrospective installation of a 
Significant cars for sale petrol pump changeover switch to early post-war cars, followed up in P2-01 by further details specific to 
From our northern-most member, the Bentley Mk VI, John Begg (N,S.W,) sent this photograph which he took in the U.K recently, showing the 
Scottish Highlander Lionel Whitehead, petrol pump changeover switch fitted to the 1964 Bentley S3 (B56FG) owned by RR.E.C. General Secretary 
Peter Baines. Note that on these S Series cars the switch is of the characteristic ‘violin key’ pattern. Are any 
of our members’ Silver Cloud or Bentley S Series cars fitted with this extra-cost option? 


came news that Crewe had offered for 
sale, through P. & A. Wood, the 
Company's 1985 ‘Centenary’ Silver Spur 
and the final Corniche Convertible of the 
old shape, adding to perceptions that the 
Company is busily shedding the trappings 
of its Rolls-Royce history. 

The sale of these modern Rolls-Royce 
cars would not augur well for the future 
of the two famous 1907 models, AX-201 
The Silver Ghost and SU-13, the little Ten 
Horsepower, long retained by the 
Company as its reputation builders and 
artifacts of its distinguished past. 

However, just as this edition closed 
for press, Lionel was able to reassure us 
that there had been an apparent change 
of heart — the two modern cars having 
been withdrawn from sale and returned 
to Crewe, 


Martin Bennett 


Views expressed in this 
column are strictly those of the 
Federal President. 


Coffs Harbour Federal Rally 


Now that most of us are back to 
normal after what I trust was an en- 
joyable break, it is time to start plan- 
ning your next motoring holiday and 
the very first move should be to com- 
plete that entry form the New South 
Wales Branch has sent us for the 
2002 Federal Rally at Coffs Harbour. 

This year two of the Registers are 
off to a flying start on Friday May 3rd 
with their technical sessions at the 
Rally, details of which are included in 
this edition of PRAECLARUM and 
which promise to be the most compre- 
hensive the Club has yet provided. I’m 
sure the agendas into which both 
John Begg and Lloyd Missen have put 
many hours thought and effort will 
encourage appreciative comment and 
discussion by members over the whole 
weekend. 

That is only the start of what will be 
another great Federal Rally, organised 
by Tony Ward and his team, who in- 
sist that their successful Federal 
events for which they are remembered 
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in the past were just a practice for 
this, the Main Event. So please help 
the organisers by returning your reg- 
istration forms early. 


The future 


As you may imagine, the over- 
whelming content of most Club tele- 
phone calls I receive, together with 
general discussion and correspond- 
ence with members, is in reference to 
the events which are now rapidly un- 
folding and which will culminate on 
December 31st, 2002. The speed with 
which this date is approaching was 
highlighted to me a few days before 
writing these notes when, during a 
telephone conversation with Eri 
Heilijgers, Chairman of the R.R.E.C., 
he informed me that the name 
ROLLS-ROYCE has been removed 
from the works at Crewe. 

We have read in PRAECLARUM of 
late a number of articles and com- 
ments relating to the changes which 
will occur, and while some of us recog- 
nise and sympathise with the 
thoughts expressed, we also recognise 
that commercial decisions have to be 
made on financial facts and, 
unfortunately, heritage and nostalgia 
can only be relied upon as building 
blocks for a brighter future. We as 
admirers of the marque are charged 
with the responsibility of making sure 


Looking as though it came out of a time capsule, this superbly conserved Silver Ghost (72GE) was photo- 
graphed by the Federal President last year at the Great Easton premises of P & A. Wood. It would be a 
terrible pity to restore such @ treasure. 
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that the heritage is not forgotten and 
that nostalgia remains. 

I have suggested to a number of 
members whose views differ from 
those published in PRAECLARUM so 
far, that they write their points of view 
for publication, thereby adding bal- 
ance to the discussion. So far, none 
have taken up this opportunity. Of 
course, the views of individual con- 
tributors to PRAECLARUM are their 
own and not necessarily those of the 
Club. 

I consider that we must now do 
everything in our power to protect the 
NAME, and providing the new maker's 
cars continue to demonstrate the 
build quality and engineering ethics 
so firmly established by the original 
Company's founders, we must em- 
brace them not only within our Club 
but in discussion with others general- 
ly. To do anything less would, in my 
opinion, assist greatly in the devalua- 
tion of the name — a name which has 
entered the English language officially 
not just as a noun, but, according to 
the Oxford Dictionary, as an adjective 
describing any product considered to 
be of the highest quality. I’m sure that 
Sir Henry Royce, the Hon. Charles 
Rolls and Claude 
Johnson would all have accepted that 
as the ultimate accolade. Claude 


particularly 


Johnson would see it as huge recogni- 
tion of his promotional efforts, and 
Charles Rolls would probably say that 
all he ever wanted was for his name to 
be associated with a _ successful 
British motor car. He certainly 
achieved his wish, possibly more than 
he could have imagined. Being the 
businessman he undoubtedly was, he 
would no doubt accept the events now 
taking place in the belief that his 
name will continue to be linked to a 
quality motor car. which hopefully will 
retain its perceived pre-eminence. I 
am sure that BMW will do all they can 
to protect their huge investment and 
strive to achieve that result. By their 
actions to date they obviously recog- 
nise the importance of the ‘British- 
ness’ of the car by taking what must 
have been a commercially difficult de- 
cision not to build completely in 
Munich (which is my present under- 
standing). 
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BMW certainly has taken on a huge 
responsibility. 

Karl-Heinz Kalbfell, Senior Vice 
President Group Marketing of BMW, 
has assured me everyone associated 
with Project R-R is well aware of that 
responsibility and they are very excit- 
ed about the new car, an excitement 
he feels we will all share. As President 
of the Club in Australia I have been in- 
vited to Munich to view the new car, 
an invitation which has already been 
offered and accepted by the Chairman 
of the R.R.E.C. I consider the invita- 
tion a flattering recognition of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 
and have undertaken to visit Munich 
and possibly the new factory site at 
Goodwood before the Federal Rally to 
enable me to pass on to members my 
impressions. The new factory is now 
50% complete. 


Retaining ties with Crewe 


At last year’s Inter-Clubs Meeting 
at the Hunt House we were assured by 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Lid 
representatives that they were anx- 
ious to retain Crewe’s association 
with the Rolls-Royce clubs world wide. 
They have undertaken the continua- 
tion of parts supply for the Rolls- 
Royce-manufactured cars from Crewe, 
but one wonders how long this will 
continue once the present motor car 
range, including the Arnage Red Label 
and Black Label saloon models, are 
superceded by purely VW-based cars 
having absolutely nothing to do with 
Rolls-Royce. I do hope that we can 
find some mutually acceptable way of 
furthering our association. 

No doubt in ten years time it will all 
look as though it was quite simple. 


R-R trademarks 


Members will be interested to learn 
that the Club has recently received a 
letter from the patent attorney for 
Rolls-Royce Pile, who are interested in 
learning how we use the trademarks 
and trade names, etc. Being an 
enthusiastic multiple Rolls-Royce 
owner himself, he has asked to join 
our Club. It was encouraging to learn 
that 
mark/names will continue to be pur- 
diligently. Any 
becoming aware of the unauthorised 


infringements of the trade- 
sued member 


use of the name or trademarks should 
notify their Branch Secretary who will 


Your Federal President took this photograph at last year's RRE.C. Annual Rally. It shows a 1939 Wraith, 
WKC4. The particularly stylish saloon coachwork was, unmistakably, the work of Hj. Mulliner & Co. Ltd. 


pass the information on. 


Car photographs 


I did make a request in the last 
edition of PRAECLARUM for members 
to send photographs of their car(s) to 
Federal Registrar David Vann to en- 
able him to complete a computerised 
record of our cars. David is still work- 
ing on this so if you haven’t yet sent 
yours could you look for a suitable 
photograph or set up a special photo- 
shoot of your pride and joy (two views 
in the case of special coachbuilt 
bodies, please). Send to: 

David Vann, 

6 Burgundy Sireet, 

Carseldine, Qld 4034. 


20 h.p. Register Tour 


As I write, Wanda and I have just 
returned from the inaugural 20 
Horsepower Register Tour to the 
Victorian Grampians, organised by 
immediate past Federal President 
George Forbes with the all-important 
assistance of his wife Fiona. 

Look forward to reading about it in 
the next edition of PRAECLARUM. 


Stop Press 


As this edition went to press I have 
received a fax from Karl-Heinz Kalbfell 
advising that he is handing over the 
overall responsibility for the Rolls- 
Royce motor car, continuing to be 
closely involved, but focussing on 
strategic marketing issues within his 


new role as Senior Vice President 
BMW Group Marketing. Shortly to be 
announced will be the appointment of 
Tony Gott as head of the future Rolls- 
Royce operation. Tony’s name will be 
familiar to many as the former Chief 
Executive of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Motor Cars Ltd at Crewe. 


Happy motoring, 
Fred Haughtey 


On a more tongue-in-cheek note, the Federal 
President photographed this car in London and 
thought it was quite smart. He now asks “would it 
be eligible for our Club's SMART Register?! 


ay 


we 
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31HC in Sydney in the 1990s following restoration. The 1932 rear wings and trunk were no longer pre- 
sent. Less stylish replacements had been fitted. Villiers thought the car had ‘landau irons’ but the |932 
picture (following page, bottom) belies this. 


Before the ‘Blower Bentleys: 
a supercharged Rolls-Royce 


© BY TOM CLARKE (UC) 


Part III 


On the trail of supercharged 
Phantom | 31HC 


Editor’s note: in Part If Capt. Kruse’s quest for a 
British high-performance grand tourer ended with 
his Villiers-supercharged 1925 Phantom | 31HC 
sidelined and sold, to be replaced by a succession 
of Phantom IIs and various Italian cars. In this final 
instalment the fate of 3!HC is described and the 
lives of Kruse and Amherst Villiers are traced. 


The new owner of 31HC, the Hon. 
Miss Dorothy Wyndham Paget (1905- 
60), was the second daughter of 
Almeric Paget, later Lord Queen- 
borough, and his American wife 
Pauline Whitney (d.1917) who in turn 
was the daughter of U.S. politician 
and tycoon William C. Whitney. The 
family lived at ‘Sobham House’, 
Newmarket in Suffolk. After a turbu- 
lent education Miss Paget began to 
live in Balfour Place, Mayfair. At 
‘Pollard’s Wood Grange’ in Chalfont 
St. Giles, Buckinghamshire, her coun- 
try home before adding nearby 
‘Hermits Wood’, she housed her first 


Phantom I. This was 117HC Barker 
tourer, delivered in April 1926 as a 
21st birthday present called ‘Hilda’. It 
was retained for many years, latterly 
unused. It is said that the breakdown 
of one Rolls-Royce caused her in 
future to have her second Rolls follow- 
ing at all times! Her pair of Phantom 
IIs, 283WJ and 31WJ, seem to bear this 
out but her biographer explained that 
this eccentric behaviour only occurred 
in the 1940s. 

Her legendary reputation as ‘Queen 
of the turf developed out of her race- 
horse breeding and success on the 


track. Fabulously wealthy, later gross- 
ly overweight, heavy smoker, per- 
emptory in manner, and with an 
almost pathological aversion to men, 
she was a formidable woman for Sir 
Henry ‘Tim’ Birkin, Bt., to win over as 
a financial backer of his Bentley team. 
Horse racing was her passion but, as 
a public gesture to help Britain’s fal- 
tering motor racing potential, she 
briefly made motor racing a passion 
as well. Under Birkin’s tutelage the 
young Dorothy became a well-known 
and capable sporting motorist and 
raced under the name _ ‘Miss 
Wyndham’. Her motor stable was 
never less than six cars and in later 
years included a_ supercharged 
Bugatti and a V-12 Lagonda. Her 
female secretaries were expected to 
drive when Miss Paget tired on a long 
hard drive but there was at least one 
chauffeur, Mr. Samson for the super- 
charged Rolls, as well as an official 
chauffeuse. The women who managed 
her motor stable pre War are not 
known but from the late 1940s two 
women serviced all the cars. Initially 
Mrs Barbara Allwright managed the 
garage and then Miss ‘Truey’ Clarke, a 
first-rate mechanic and _ talented 
driver took over. A veritable Sapphic 
engineerium. 

The connection with Birkin was 
short lived and in October 1930 she 
withdrew her backing. She had spent 
£40,000 but racing success eluded 
her team. Her biographer claimed her 
enthusiasm waned because she could 
not bet on the motor races! Paget re- 
tained the famous single seater racing 


1925 Phantom | 3/HC, still with modifications and original tourer body when owned by Charles Diamond. 
The driver is thought to be Reginald Powell, the chauffeur, rather than Diamond. Wheel discs had by now 
been fitted. 
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31HC as rebodied by James Young in! 932. Note the sporting flared wings and the replacement bonnet with raked louvres. The ‘interrupted style’ of the chrome 
moulding on the door is identical to the same feature on 20/25 GHWI!, a coupé by James Young, The special mascot appears to be an aeroplane. If so this 
might indicate a Villiers fitment. Semaphore trafficators were fitted at the end of the scuttle louvres and matched them in size. The picture was used in 1938 when 
the car was being sold by the dealer ‘Bunty’ Scott-Moncrieff, at that time trading in London. (Courtesy of David Gandhi) 


‘Blower’ Bentley until 1939 and the 
other team cars were sold in May 
1931. In 1931, the year he succeeded 
to the baronetcy, Birkin had to sup- 
port his racing by undertaking engin- 
eering work for customers at his 
company Sir Henry Birkin & Couper 
Lid of 19-21 Broadwater Road, 
Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire. 
Mike Couper, later of Monte Carlo 
Rally fame, subsequently traded as 
W.M. Couper Ltd. at Catherine Street 
in nearby St. Albans. 

With Paget’s connection to Birkin it 
is almost certainly in 1930 that the 
claimed test of 31HC by Birkin took 
place rather than before her owner- 
ship. When Birkin became aware that 
Paget had bought the ex-Kruse super- 
charged car he must have jumped at 
the chance to see what his tormentor 
‘Vive le sport’ from the pages of The 
Motor considered worth creating as a 
grand tourer. He tested the great car 
at Brooklands. One report claimed a 
top speed of 94 m.p.h. and another 
that 108 m.p.h. was achieved (which 
was the figure Villiers always remem- 
bered, perhaps inflated with time, al- 
though young John Kruse recalled 
110 m.p.h.!). The report appeared in 
The Motor September 30, 1930 (p.406) 
and came from a W.D. Phillips who 
also recalled seeing it being tested at 
Brooklands about two years earlier as 
a complete car (unlike The Motor’s test 
in 1927). At that time he clocked it 
successively at over 98 m.p.h. Not a 
bad figure for a 3-ton car. 

Rolls-Royce records seem to indi- 


cate that Paget kept 31HC until at 
least November 1932 although some 
confusion surrounds ownership in 
this period. Some maintenance work 
was done for Paget by Villiers. In 1930 
it must have suffered an accident as it 
required new shutters, brackets and 
radiator stays. 

The next owner is not known in 
Rolls-Royce records but is well docu- 
mented in other sources, not least in 
police records — Charles Diamond. He 
was proprietor of the Irish Nationalist 
newspaper as well as publisher of 
many Catholic newspapers through- 
out Britain. Eoin Young noted in his 
article on the car that Charles 
Diamond, “then editor of The Catholic 
Herald, a firebrand of an Irishman who 
had already been imprisoned for shar- 
ing his anti-British sentiments with his 
readers”, bought the car from Paget 


for £1,250. He had earlier owned 
Silver Ghosts 60977 and 55PB. His 
ownership of 31HC cannot have been 
in 1928 as claimed yet cannot have 
been after the last claimed Paget date 
above of November 1932. There are 
two reasons for this. First, Diamond's 
chauffeur and newspaper photo- 
grapher, Reginald Powell, recalled 
many trips with the car on the 
Continent but said Paget’s chauffeur 
had told him that he and his mistress 
Paget had done even more, implying 
ownership over some time. Paget was 
also notorious for high-speed drives to 
racecourses around Britain. Second, 
Diamond learned from Rolls-Royce 
that it would cost £1,700 to bring the 
car back to standard, indicating that 
he was interested in shedding the 
modifications. This is borne out by an 
official chassis print for coachbuilders 


31HC circa 19.56 with Philip Hoskins in Australia. The 1932 James Young wings had already 
been modemised and the trunk removed. (Courtesy of the Hoskins family via David Neely) 


Ty 
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in Sussex. 


(Rolls-Royce drawing no. F71762) 
marked “For chassis 31HC only” and 
issued on June 6th, 1932. As will be- 
come clear, this was the period when 
the car was rebuilt in another guise 
although it was to be during Villiers’, 
and not Paget’s or Diamond’s, owner- 
ship. 

Diamond used the car in its origi- 
nal Villiers form. His chauffeur 
claimed 94-96 m.p.h. and 12-14 
m.p.g. in non-blower mode, 7-8 m.p.g. 
with the blower. It was only engaged 
“ ... when we were on hills or when the 
‘old man’ felt like blowing the cobwebs 
away ...”. At much the same time it 
is said Diamond suffered a financial 
crisis and sold the car to Villiers for 
&250. The date suggested was 1930 
but, again, this is at odds with both 
the value of what would then have 
been only a four-year-old Phantom I, 
and the 1932 rebodying. The June 
1932 chassis print referred to was in- 
tended for the coachbuilder chosen to 
build the replacement body. When I 
interviewed Villiers in 1980 he was 
emphatic that this was James Young 
in Bromley and that it was done to his 
own design. He had written similarly 
to the R.R.E.C. in 1973. The recently- 
discovered photograph of the car as 
completed has all the hallmarks of a 
1932 design and similarities to other 
James Young rebodying. The new 
body was a beautiful sedanca coupé 
with flowing wings and a large detach- 
able rear trunk. It was painted black 


~~ _ 
Donald Parker and Amherst Villiers in 1990 after the recovery of the engine/blower from 31 HC 


with light grey to the doors and rear 
quarters. It is also clear from the 
photograph that the engine/blower 
was no longer by the running board. 
Villiers did muse that he might have 
had permission from Barker to retain 
their sill-plates on the rebodied car 
but this seems an unlikely request. It 
was Motor Sport in July 1939 which 
wrongly claimed that the car had “had 
a succession of Barker bodies”. 

In January 1935 records show 
“special pistons being supplied and _fit- 
ted by owner’, and in April 1935 
Villiers’ name occurs in records as the 
owner. However, it is possible to estab- 
lish that Villiers did have the car from 
1932 by noting another connection. 
He always claimed that he used the 
car for runs from his house in Farm 
Street, Mayfair, to his hangar at 
Heston aerodrome just west of 
London. It was here that Villiers kept 
his Martinsyde F.4A aeroplane, 
marked G-ABKH. (This was a conver- 
sion from the fighter type by ADC 
Aircraft Ltd. of Croydon specially for 
Villiers and called a Martinsyde A.V.1, 
i.e. Villiers’ initials. Its name was Blue 
Print, painted two shades of vivid blue. 
It was based at Kingswood Knoll from 
March 1931 and it was also known at 
Brooklands. The observer A.J. Jack- 
son noted that it was “externally iden- 
tical to an F.4A [but] it embodied many 
airframe & engine modifications de- 
vised by the owner’. The engine of the 
F.4A was a 300 h.p. Hispano-Suiza. 
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The F.4 type had either the Hispano or 
the Rolls-Royce Falcon Il 275 h.p.) 
Villiers sold the aeroplane on October 
14th. 1932 to C.B. Field and it was 
crashed in February the following 
year. Thus, by the dates he owned the 
aeroplane, we can see when he owned 
the Phantom I. 

The Villiers small engine and blow- 
er, removed from 31HC in 1932, were 
retained by Villiers. Most of the other 
fittings stayed on the chassis and the 
dry sump lubrication was retained. 
Villiers stored the engine/blower in 
his hangar. In the early years of the 
Second World War he began to dispose 
of things he thought would never be 
needed, something he later regretted. 
His aeronautical library was one sad 
loss and the engine/blower another. 
He gave it to his fitter Davis who was 
a keen aircraft mechanic. 

The only other 
Phantom I was also being created in 


supercharged 


the immediate pre-War years. This 
was 1926 chassis 74S5SC owned by 
Douglas Fitzpatrick and converted by 
Chris Shorrock with a Centric super- 
charger giving 9 Ibs boost. The instal- 
lation was soon afterwards set up 
more efficiently by the Bentley special- 
ist Louis C. McKenzie (d.1956). 
Although Fitzpatrick could not recall 
the inspiration for the work (see 
R.R.E.C. Bulletin 42 April 1967 p.21- 
23) it must be likely that 31HC, the 
only other large car converted, was the 
spark. With a changed rear axle ratio 
as well he found that top speed in- 
creased from 80 to 90 m.p.h. And 
acceleration was vastly improved. But 
for cruising at 90+ Fitzpatrick realised 
much more work was needed on the 
gear ratios, something which Villiers 
also probably realised although 
Kruse’s carte blanche could not have 
stood that delay and yet more cost. 
Soon after the war the supercharger 
was removed by McKenzie and im- 
proved performance obtained through 
better carburation. This car had the 
additional advantage of its lightweight 
second body, a Weymann drophead 
coupé from a 20 h.p., metal panelled 
by Coopers of Putney around 1933. 
But to return to 31HC, Villiers sold 
it through the legendary dealer Bunty 
Scott-Moncrieff. The Motor for May 17, 
1938 (p.88) declared that the car, 
offered at £385, was the “recent prop- 
erty of famous engineer” and in July 


1-02 


1938 it was bought by John Steel of 
Bingley in Yorkshire. Villiers now took 
to using his supercharged Bentley 4', 
Litre MS3937 instead. Capt. C.B.C. 
Rosborough in Dorset bought 31HC in 
June 1949. In May 1950 the car 
turned up in Victoria, Australia and 
went through a succession of owners 
— first to a Mr. Pahl? (probably a mis- 
print for the known owner Hubert H. 
Pope, who died in 1954); then to the 
Horsham Gliding Club in Victoria in 
1954 before going to Ben Tillett in 
South Australia in 1955; next to Philip 
Hoskins at Bimbimbie, N.S.W., in 
1955-57, and on to Douglas A. Bray, 
1957; later still it was owned by D.A. 
Chapman in 1974 before surfacing in 
Victoria again with Edward G. Ward 
1977-80 and finally Dick Donnelley in 
Sydney 1980-98. Restoration was 
undertaken at various times and 
places, and at some point in the 
1950s the car lost its elegant wings 
and trunk. The wings were modern- 
ised and the rear ones later replaced. 

Thus the matter rested, the car a 
truncated supercharged pioneer with 
its Villiers heart lost, a fascinating 
relic of 
aeology. The heart, however, was only 
mislaid and in July 1990, fifty years 


recent engineering arch- 


after it went astray, it was rediscov- 
ered on a Sussex farm, utterly intact 
and in perfect order. It had come from 
an earlier farm employee and had not 
been used for other 
Amherst Villiers thus regained poss- 
ession of his lost engine/blower to join 
his original drawings of the project. At 
this time he was in the middle of a 


purposes. 


contentious conversion of his 
Phantom III 3AZ138, fitted with 
superchargers (not his own) and a 
replica sedanca coupé body which 
echoed 31HC. Full circle you could 
say. 

In 1998 31HC came into the hands 
of Peter Channing of Guernsey in the 
Channel Islands and is currently 
being rebuilt with a replica of the orig- 
inal body. It is possible that the 
engine/blower could finally be re- 
united with the car. 


The players disperse 


Kruse continued to buy new Rolls- 
Royce cars regularly, to ‘top up’ his 
motor house! 1930 20/25 h.p. GSR9 
Barker coupé and GSR78 Barker 
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sedanca de ville, 1931 GFT2 Barker 
saloon, 1932 GAU70 Barker fixed 
head coupé and, their last Rolls- 
Royce, 1932 GMU72 Barker sedanca 
de ville. The 1929 Wall Street crash 
had affected their finances and in 
1931 or 32 the Kruses sold ‘Sunning 
House’ to Lord Rothermere for one of 
his lady friends. Other properties 
such as the Grosvenor House apart- 
ment, a permanent suite at Claridges, 
and a great mansion on Egham Hill 
standing in fifty acres of parkland 
with a lake, were given up. They 
moved into ‘Ridge House’, next door to 
the Women’s Golf Club in Sunning- 
dale. By now Annabel was suffering 
from a mysterious debilitating illness 
although she was able to refurbish 
‘Ridge House’ in grand style. At fifty 
rooms it was less work than before! 
Kruse continued to travel extensively 
and became friendly with a woman 
called Tamara, a Russian who rana 
vegetarian guest farm in the Pyrenees. 
Kruse’s finances still permitted his 
son John to enter Harrow in 1933 and 
for the last few cars to be bought. In 
February 1934 he was the very first to 
take delivery of the new Bentley 3'/2 
Litre, chassis B33AE (AXM-513) 
which was a Barker coupé naturally 
enough; then a Ford V-8 (BGX-635) 
drophead in 1935, Lincoln (CLR-809) 
‘Zephyr saloon in 1936, and a Buick 
(CGX-176) saloon in 1937. 

Though still young Kruse was by 
now virtually retired. His interests had 
turned to civil aviation and strength- 
ening the Royal Air Force by lobbying 
through the National Security League 


1930 20/25 hp. GSR78 Barker sedanca de ville. 
For a change a small formal car for Kruse. 


which he had formed. Letters to The 
Times in 1937 included Kruse’s views 
on overseas enlistment into the 
British armed forces. As always Kruse 
was incredibly well-informed but in 
these turbulent years of the dictators 
he sought the middle way. On the one 
hand he disliked Churchill’s hawkish 
anti-appeasement views of the mid 
1930s but on the other he found his 
former employer Lord Rothermere too 
well disposed towards Hitler. 

From 1933 the search for a cure to 
Annabel’s illness became paramount. 
Specialists came from London, New 
York and Paris. When their treatments 
proved ineffectual, unorthodox reme- 
dies were sought from such lumin- 
aries as the faith healer Louis Orton (a 
protégé of Coué) and Sir Alexander 
Cannon who was ‘Master of the Great 
White Lodge of Tibet’. These and 
others were costly but also of no avail. 
Annabel sank into an uncomprehend- 
ing world, cared for by nurses and her 
sister-in-law Lilian Frances Kruse. As 
John Kruse recalls, the scene was al- 
most bizarre — Annabel propped up 
in a Renaissance bed surrounded by 
antiquities, Dresden mirrors, Gothic 
candlesticks, and priceless tapestries. 
Perhaps not unlike Hearst’s ‘San 


1931 20/25 hp. GFT2 Barker saloon, shown at the Paris Salon, and seen here at a rally in 2001. The rear 
sported an almost vertical swept tail with spare wheel inset. Certainly a distinctive design. 
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1932 20/25 hp. GAU7O Barker fixed head coupe for Mrs. Kruse. It was 
sold to Jack Barclay Ltd. in fune 1933. 


Simeon’ castle. The house was 
bombed in 1940 and although not 
damaged beyond repair Annabel and 
Lilian moved to ‘Great Copse House’ at 
Eversley in Hampshire, latterly living 
off the sale of jewels. Annabel died 
there on March 22nd, 1941. 

Kruse meanwhile had seen his re- 
maining businesses in Amsterdam 
and Hartlepool go under and he spent 
more and more time in North 
Yorkshire. In the late thirties he left 
his last car, the Buick, with John (who 
sold his own Jaguar SS-100 limited 
edition to make use of it) and went to 
live at Tamara’s apartment in Avenue 
des Baumettes, Nice. His family never 
saw him again. Soon after war broke 
out Kruse hitched rides to Paris to get 
to England but had to divert to Spain, 
again hitching. For some reason he 
turned back short of the border. This 
information reached the family via the 
Red Cross from some Americans doing 
the same journey. Later they learned 
that Kruse and Tamara had been in- 
terned in Grenoble. On February 8th, 
1943 Kruse died there of heart disease 
at the age of 51. What money was left 
paid debts and not a penny was re- 
ceived by the remaining family. It was 
a sad end, for Annabel who worship- 
ped her husband but did not recog- 
nise him in her last years, and for 
Kruse seeing the final disintegration of 
all he had built up through the years. 


Following his motor engineering 
work described earlier Villiers pur- 
sued fundamental research in astro- 
aeronautics and designed aircraft for 
thirty years. Sadly, not all his projects 
bore fruit — his ‘Maya’ aircraft design 
for Whitney Straight’s company from 
1935, and believed to be for Charles 
Lindbergh, was ended by the outbreak 
of war. On July 19th, 1932 he had 
married the society hostess Maya de 
Lisle after whom the Straight aircraft 
was named. In 1939 he worked on the 
Villiers-Mays light aero engine. Also 
that year Villiers had two U.S.-made 
Graham chassis bodied by Coachcraft 
and called them Villiers-Graham, one 
for himself and one for a woman 
client. As Grahams were usually 
supercharged it is likely Villiers had 
fitted his own type. During the War he 
stayed in Canada on another aircraft 
project and remained in north 
America after 1945. He gained recog- 
nition in the U.S. and worked on 
rocketry for McDonnell Douglas 
including a Mars module and a sat- 
ellite. In 1948 he became president of 
the American Rocket Society and later 
worked on aircraft missiles. 

Villiers returned to England in 
1961 and again took up his self- 
taught skill as a painter, turning his 
talents to portraits of the famous. His 
portrait of his good friend the author 
Ian Fleming, of James Bond fame, was 


1934 Bentley 3'/2-litre B33AE Barker sedanca coupé, the first delivered to a customer. 


f 
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Kruse is shown at the wheel outside the Barker showrooms in Mayfair. 
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widely acclaimed. When I visited him 
in 1981 his studio was full of enor- 
mous paintings in the classical man- 
ner, influenced in part I would say by 
Annigoni 
Majesty had made such an impact 
some years earlier. He returned again 
to the U.S. in 1963 to work on a pro- 
ject, taking his 12-year-old son and 
the supercharged Bentley chassis 
MS3937 with him. During this time he 
suffered the misfortune of losing his 
second wife, Nita Brown whom he had 


whose portrait of Her 


married in 1948, to cancer. He and his 
daughter Janie returned to England 
for his final retirement. In 1965 he 
worked with Peter Berthon on the 
BRM racing car and with Graham Hill 
on the Cosworth thus rounding off his 
incredible engineering life. He died on 
December 12th, 1991, survived by his 
son and daughter, not long after what 
must have been for him a dispiriting 
lawsuit with Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd over the Phantom III project re- 
ferred to. Sixty-two years earlier it had 
taken a law suit against Bentley 
Motors Ltd to reinstate his name on 
the Bentley supercharger casings and 
it was perhaps that experience which 
made Villiers sensitive to recognition. 
Villiers was a polymath with a strong 
sense of his achievements. But, as a 
loner, fame in a wider sense eluded 
him in his many spheres. 


Endpiece 


How do we assess his seemingly 
impractical 31HC? Donald Parker, 
who found the engine/blower in 1990, 
called it a “folie de thédatre”. The sheer 
craftsmanship must be a saving grace, 
though still a single-minded indul- 
gence. Perhaps the elaborate scheme 
Villiers devised matched the complex- 
ity and fabulous craftsmanship of the 
Phantom I itself more than we realise. 
They did not deserve each other in a 
truly motoring sense but as engineer- 
ing they certainly did! Villiers later 
mistakenly thought 31HC could have 
been the first privately-owned super- 
charged car in England (in fact 1926 
saw Cozette superchargers on Lea 
Francis and Frazer-Nash examples). 
Because of Kruse’s willingness to try, 
and Villiers’ extraordinary work on his 
car, the link to the supercharged 
Bentleys was made possible. Reason 
enough to hail these pioneers. 


Sources: 

‘Meet Mr. Supercharge’ by Eoin Young in 
The Car April 1974 p.47-51; PRAECLARUM 
June 1979 p.457-8 for 31HC in later years; The 
Autocar 26 May 1979 p.87 for Eoin Young’s 
interview with Villiers; Old Motor Dec. 1966 
p.107 for the Diamond ownership, and June 
1967 p.424-7 for Eoin Young on 31HC; Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country by 
Tom Clarke and David Neely, 1999, p.322; 


R.R.E.C. Bulletin 77 March 1973 p.!2 for 
Villiers’ letter, and 192 May/June 1992 p.64 for 
Donald Parker’s article on the supercharger 
finding; Villiers obituary in The Times 31 Jan. 
1992 p.I7, Autoclassic 29 Jan. 1992 p.2, and 
V.S.C.C. Bulletin 195 Summer 1992; Quintin 
Gilbey, Queen of the turf, (London: Arthur 
Barker Ltd., 1973) for Paget information. 
Profound thanks to John Kruse in Spain for 


his wonderful memories and to Jan Martin 


Kruse for help with family photographs. 
Thanks to Andy Butcher for the 1932 chassis 


print; to Graham Neale, Colin Hughes, and 
John Warburton for helpful comments; to 
Raymond Hoddinott and Bernard King for 
information on Villiers’ aeroplane; to Richard 
Day of the Bugatti Trust and D. Sewell for 
Bugatti details; and to the inimitable David 


Gandhi, Arnside, for his acute observations 
and use of his library. 
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One too many badges? 
.. or twenty too few? 


BY CHESS FERRIER (U.K.) 


In PRAECLARUM 5-01, page 3788, 
you show a picture of my 1959 Silver 
Cloud (SMH31) sporting a display of 
some 48 car badges. I thought you 
might like to know more. 

The collection is strictly limited to 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley related car 
badges. 

The car has never been driven on 
the road with this badge-bar fitted and 
the badge ‘display’ has only ever been 
put on show at R.R.E.C. Annual 
Rallies. I too think that the clean looks 
of the car without any badge-bar fitted 
best shows off the elegant styling of 
the car. 

Though the badge bar does not im- 
prove the car’s looks it does seem 
quite popular with R.R.E.C. members 
as it causes a continuous flow of 
interest and many passing smiles 
(yes, even more smiles than frowns). 

Some badges have only been ac- 
quired after being granted special 
leave by the respective club, to pur- 
chase Member's badges while not act- 
ually being a member of the club or 


meeting the club’s membership re- 
quirements. 

The hardest badge to get (apart 
from those no longer in production), 
has been the R.R.O.C. of Australia car 
badge and even though I do have one 
in the collection, as a member I am 
still finding it almost impossible to get 
one through the Club! (My enquiries 
are still on-going, so my apologies if 
this has been resolved before this is 
published.) 

The collection (when a little small- 
er) was featured with pictures in the 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley Club of 
Japan (R.R.B.C.J.) Bulletin. 

At lst January 2002, the collection 
had grown to contain the badges list- 
ed in the table on the following page. 

The hobby of putting together this 
collection has been most rewarding as 
it has enabled me to make acquaint- 
ances and new friends from Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley clubs from all 
around the world. This article could 
never be long enough to give adequate 
thanks to all those who have helped 
me put together the collection, some- 
times making special arrangements 
and concessions and even occasional- 
ly refusing payment. Thank you all. 


Chess Ferrier’s handsome !959 Silver Cloud | (SMH31) without its badges. 


BWiwe* * 


The collection so far. They may be seen on the car 
in PRAECLARUM 5-01, p.3788. 


Below is a list of badges that I have 
seen or know exist but do not (yet) 
have in the collection: 


S.G.A. (brass lettering on red back- 
ground — older style); 

Englefield 1978; 

AAA 84 (1984 Rally); 

AAA 82 (1982 Rally); 


102 


1. A reproduction of the earliest Rolls- 
Royce Enthusiasts’ Club member's 
badge (brass). 

2. Current Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ 
Club member's badge finished in brass. 
3. Current Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ 
Club member's badge (chrome). 

4, Blue round Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ 
Club member’s badge which includes 
the Bentley logo. 

5. Current Bentley Drivers’ Club mem- 
ber’s badge. 

6. Current (small) Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club Inc. (America) member's badge. 
7. Early (large) Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club Inc. (America) member’s badge. 

8. Current Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation member's badge. 

9. Bentley Drivers’ Club, 50th 
Silverstone badge. 

10. Old Rolls-Royce and Bentley Owner 
Drivers’ Club member's badge. 

11. Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 
1999 Jordan Rally badge. 

12. Current (blue) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Club of Japan member's badge. 
13. Current (white) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Club of Japan special award 
badge. 

14. Current Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
Inc. Atlantic Region member's badge. 
15. Current Phantom III Technical 
Society member's badge. 

16. Current Silver Ghost Association 
(R.R.O.C. Inc.) member’s badge. 

17. Midland Rolls-Royce Club mem- 
ber’s badge. 

18. Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 
1977 Le Canadel Rally badge. 

19. The 1920s W.O. Bentley Owners’ 
Club member's badge. 

20. Current 20-Ghost Club member's 
badge (red). 

21. Current Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
Inc. Southwest Region member’s badge. 


Bendestorf 1986; 

20-Ghost Club (BLACK version, 
very early); 

R.R.O.C. Inc. standard small mem- 
ber’s badge but on a serrated edged 
(cog) backing; 

R.R.O.C. Inc. twin lions, first ever 
R.R.O.C. badge; 

R.R.E.C. Alpine 1973 Rally; 
R.R.O.C. Inc. 1991 National Meet; 
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22. An unenamelled (fake?) version of 
the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia member’s badge. 

23. Beniley Drivers’ Club 50th Anniv- 
ersary (Golden Jubilee) badge. 

24. Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of S.A. 
(South Africa?) member's badge. 

25. Reproduction or early ‘alloy’ version 
of the Bentley Drivers’ Club member's 
badge. 

26. Current Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
Inc. Southern California Region mem- 
ber’s badge. 

27. Reproduction fake ‘Brass’ version of 
the Bentley Drivers’ Club member's 
badge. 

28. Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc. 1992 
National Meet (Canada) badge. 

29. Current Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
Inc. Ohio Region member's badge. 

30. Current Sir Henry Royce Found- 
ation Australia badge. 

31. Bentley Drivers, Club, W.O. Bentley 
Centenary badge. 

32. A brand new, unofficial, Rolls- 
Royce(-like), cog-shaped, logo’ed ‘grille’ 
badge. 

33. Current New Zealand Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley Club (N.Z.R.R.B.C.) mem- 
ber's badge 

34. New Zealand Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Club’s 25th Anniversary badge. 
35. R.RM.C Motor 
Club/Company?) reproduction badge 


(Rolis-Royce 


(brass). 

36. Bentley Drivers’ Club, Midland 
Region 50 years Jubilee badge. 

37. Rolls-Royce logo’ed (cheap) car 
grille badge with crest. 

38. Bentley Drivers’ Club, Death Valley 
CA, U.S.A. 2000 Rally badge. 

39. Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia member’s badge (with enam- 
elled colours). 

40. Roils-Royce Owners’ Club Ine. 
Northern California member’s badge. 


R.R.O.C. Inc. 1999 Annual meet; 
B.D.C. of Australia; 

B.D.C. 1983; 

R-R Areo (early); 

Derby Bentley Society (U.S.A., red, 
oval); 

R.R.E.C. Ireland Section; 

Scotland Group?? — Union Jack, 
R-R logo over blue cross; 
Rolls-Royce Oil Engine Division 


41. Phantom [I Society owner's badge. 
42. Rolls-Royce logo’ed (cheap) car 
grille badge without crest. 

43. Silver Cloud and Bentley S Type 
Society. 

44, Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc. 50th 
Anniversary (Limited Edition of 200). 
45. R.R.E.C. Yorkshire Section. 

46. London Garage — Nimes France 
(Rally?) 1984. 

47. Rolls-Royce Ltd — Motor Club, 
plastic grille badge. 

48. Rolls-Royce Lid — Motor Club, 
winged metal badge-bar badge. 

49. A brass reproduction/fake, current 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club mem- 
ber’s badge. 

50. Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 
Belgium-Luxembourg Section mem- 
ber’s badge. 

51. Blue Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club member's badge 
which includes the Bentley logo. 

52. Blue Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club member’s badge 
which includes the Bentley logo. 

53. Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc. 50th 
Anniversary Calgary Annual Meet 
(Limited Edition of 150). 

54. De Mascotte Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Club of the Netherlands badge. 
55. Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc. early 
1970s style Southern California Region 
badge . 

56. Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club, 
United States Section inember’s badge. 
57. The 1958/59 first version of the 
R.R.E.C. member's badge (chrome). 

58. Original enamelled version of the 
standard (current) R.R.E.C. member's 


round 


round 


badge 

59. R.R.E.C. Koln 1980 Rally badge. 
60. R.R.E.C. Koln 1985 Rally badge. 
61. R.R.E.C. Berlin 25th Anniversary 
(of the German Section) Rally. 


Motor Club; 
Bentley 1924 Le Mans Win — 
Commemorative; 
R.R.E.C. Malaysia Tour 2001; 
Better (slightly!) pictures of all 
these badges and more, with addition- 
al text, can be found on my website at: 
www.chessf.com 
p-s. I think the PRAECLARUM publi- 
cation is great. 
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When the Corniche series reached Comiche IV with the advent of a new fully automatic hood the Bentley version retained the celebrated model name it had carried 


PRAECLARVM 


since 1984 — Continental. These !992 and later Rolls-Royce Corniche and Bentley Continental convertibles were built at Crewe rather than at Mulliner Park Ward 


in London. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 12 — Corniche IV, sales downturn, Project Alexandra and redundancy 


Mulliner Park Ward’s next project, 
for the 1992 Model Year, was the 
Corniche IV. As well as having the new 
four-speed transmission and various 
other mechanical improvements in 
common with the four-door cars, this 
model was to have the Automatic Ride 
Control first introduced on the four- 
door models in 1989. 

The major reason for the appella- 
tion Corniche IV (the Bentley version 
would remain the Continental) was 
the fitting of an entirely new hood with 
fully automatic operation* and incorp- 
orating a heated glass backlight (rear 
window). The 92MY package was to be 
the largest set of modifications under- 


* ‘Automatic’ in the sense that it did not need to 
be latched or unlatched manually when raising and 
lowering. 


By Richard Gordon Mann (UK.) 


taken on the Silver Shadow/Spirit- 
based two-door Mulliner Park Ward 
cars. 

concerned 
that lesser cars such as Volkswagen 
Golf and Ford Escort convertibles had 
these features, had instructed MPW to 
design a new hood for the Corniche. 
Bernard West (BW), MPW’s Chief 
Designer, realised from the outset that 
the design of the hood would have to 
be undertaken by an outside com- 
pany. Although BW had two compe- 
tent designers in his department, 
there was no way they could produce 
a workable set of schemes in the 
timescale set by Crewe, and MPW’s 
management obtained approval from 


Crewe management, 


Crewe to outsource this work. 
The then current hood frame, with 
its brass-bushed links, shouldered 


bolts and split-pinned nuts, was very 
heavy. This hood, sophisticated in de- 
sign yet basic in construction, rarely 
suffered mechanical problems and, 
apart from minor modifications, had 
remained in production since the 
introduction of the Silver Shadow 
Drophead Coupé in 1967. Indeed, it 
had been developed over many years 
from the original H.J. Mulliner design. 
One of Crewe’s requirements was 
that the ‘stack height’ (i.e. the height 
when lowered) of the new hood be no 
greater than previously. The new 
hood, with its rigid curved glass back- 
light would obviously require more 
space to stow than the previous hood 
with its flexible “‘Vybak’ backlight. 
BW’s first action was to reproduce 
copies of the original Body In White 
(BIW) and hood design schemes in 
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order to assess the many changes 
which would be necessary to the BIW. 
BW visited the hood’s design company 
on a regualar basis to observe 
progress and to enable his department 
to produce design schemes for the 
BIW changes on an urgent basis. 

Although BW knew the hood 
assembly itself was completely new, 
without a single part in common with 
the old hood, it was the extent of the 
BIW modifications which concerned 
him. These included a new hoodwell 
floor, side and rear panels, modified 
rear wings with a new, narrower 
saddle panel with no fuel filler as this 
had been relocated in the left-hand 
wing. The upper ‘A’-posts, header rail 
and scuttle panel were also new and, 
for the first time, the windscreen was 
to be bonded to the body. 

BW was responsible for MPW’s 
Experimental Department, the fore- 
man of which was John Harvey (JH). 
Having spent their working lives in the 
coachbuilding trade, both men real- 
ised just how little time there was 
available to produce a_ prototype 
Corniche IV BIW and prove it before 
series production commenced. 

BW expressed his concerns to the 
other MPW managers and it was sug- 
gested that Crewe'’s Engineering 
Manager Mike Dunn (Dn) should visit 
MPW to discuss matters. During his 
visit Dn agreed that to satisfactorily 
introduce the new model on time 
would involve an element of risk. Dn 
suggested to the Company board that 
introduction of the new hood be de- 
layed because of this risk. However, 
the directors were adamant — it 
would go ahead. 

You will remember that BW and 
myself drove each other to work on 
alternate weeks and we kept each 
other up to date. BW expressed dis- 
appointment at the outcome of Dn’s 
visit. As he said, Dn was an engineer 
but some on the board were not, being 
‘driven’ by commercial and marketing 
considerations. 

Earlier in 1990 Angela and I had 
visited France in our 1980 MGB road- 
ster to view and purchase a small 
house in southern Brittany for use as 
a holiday home. It was now September 
and with help from a cousin and a 
hired van, we moved in. Initially curi- 
ous at Brits moving into their village, 
the locals soon accepted us and made 
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us welcome — but that’s another 
story! 

On my return to MPW things were 
much as I expected, with the usual 
type of problems and resolutions. A 
few BIW parts for the 92MY cars were 
starting to arrive for first inspection. 
Some were not to the specified stan- 
dard. One of my team was Eric Cullen 
(EC), a very experienced inspector pre- 
viously from Van Den Plas, who en- 
sured that first-off or proof-inspection 
parts from our suppliers complied 
with our detail drawings before quan- 
tity production commenced. Like most 
inspectors EC marked the rejected 
items and recorded this marking on 
his copy of the reject note. Some sup- 
pliers, thinking that they might outwit 
the likes of EC, would polish or plate 
their parts and re-submit them! On 
his report EC would note “previously 
submitted sample not to specification”. 
Sometimes, after a proof sample had 
been accepted, the rejected first 
sample was included in the first pro- 
duction batch. We were wise to this 
practice! 

JH and his Experimental Depart- 
ment, having crafted all the parts by 
hand from BW and his team’s design 
schemes, had completed the prototype 
92MY BIW, which was shipped to 
Crewe. There it received the usual 
anti-corrosion and base-coat treat- 
ment followed by the fitting of wiring 
with 
engine/gearbox assembly and rear 


looms, front subframe 
subframe with final drive assembly. 
As expected there were several prob- 
lems and, while most were easily rec- 
tified, I well remember problems with 
fitting the windscreen wiper wheelbox- 
es, which had to be inverted. Space 
behind the instrument facia board 
was extremely tight and one has to re- 
member that we were essentially 
equipping a 1966 body with 1992 
technology and equipment. 

The hood itself was more compli- 
cated in its design and was made from 
smaller section links with shouldered 
studs welded in place through the 
links. JH and his department pro- 
duced a mock-up of one side of the 
hood frame to prove its geometry. This 
identified a need for additional adjust- 
ments to the frame when fitting it to 
the body. Parts submitted to our 
Department for first-off approval 
turned into a flood almost overnight, 


with BIW parts taking priority. 

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd had a 
bad year in 1991, with sales of less 
than half the previous year’s sales. On 
April 24th it was announced that 75 
Corniche and Bentley Continental 
cars were being deleted from MPW’s 
build programme which, it was antici- 
pated, would lead to a cut in the work- 
force at Hythe Road. We were all 
invited to apply for voluntary redun- 
dancy but. inevitably, insufficient 
people applied. 

On the morning of May 15th, 1991, 
I received a call from my manager 
Chris Bryant (CRB) requesting that 
our Department attend a meeting in 
the Experimental Department a.s.a.p. 
— making sure that we were all there! 
As one can imagine we were all chat- 
ting and wondering what was going 
on. Then CRB arrived and asked for 
our undivided attention. He an- 
that from the 
Convertible and Limousine BIWs., 
Mulliner Park Ward was to effectively 
close at the end of the year. MPW 
would continue to complete cars then 
in production until March/April 1992. 
CRB himself was to be transferred to 
Crewe with immediate effect to coordi- 
nate the transfer of Convertible con- 
struction to that factory, with Bob 
Watson (RAW) taking his place at 
Hythe Road. The transfer operation 
was named Project Alexandra, after 
the Crewe football team, but, both in 
London and Crewe it was known 


nounced apart 


simply as ‘Alex’. 

About 100 of our colleagues were to 
leave in the next two weeks and the 
remainder would receive their leaving 
dates shortly. My leaving date was to 
be in late September, 1991, along with 
EC, while the other members of the 
team would leave at the end of March 
1992. 

By now we were completing the first 
of the 92MY cars and some were being 
road-tested. Whilst the mechanical 
side of the new model seemed right, 
problems with the new hood were be- 
coming evident. The cars suffered 
from wind noise, rainwater leaks and 
failure of the hood latching motors, 
which were very small with a high me- 
chanical ratio. These motors came 
into operation as the hood met the 
windscreen header rail, latching onto 
the hood and pulling it taut and lock- 
ing themselves in position. 


inj 


One of the Car Finishing Centre 
(CFC) testers took a car out on road- 
test and, at about 70 m.p.h., the 
latching failed and the hood lifted 
some nine inches above the header 
rail. Due to the damaged linkage, it 
could neither be closed nor opened. 
That hood frame was scrapped. 

John Lake (JAL), previously one of 
MPW's Engineering Managers and 
now based at Crewe, was given the 
task of ensuring that Corniche IV 
could be produced at Crewe. He knew 
that without the MPW’s_ unique 
expertise and experience it would be a 
difficult task, and he wrote a report 
expressing that view to CRB and 
Crewe’s management. It was agreed 
that certain MPW personnel would be 
required at Crewe to assist the trans- 
fer of production. 

JAL visited MPW in July, walking 
around the plant renewing acquaint- 
ances and generally getting a feel for 
how people felt. Having done his 
homework, the next day he began ask- 
ing various people if they might like to 
work at Crewe on short term con- 
tracts, possibly leading to a perma- 
nent move there. He asked me if I was 
interested and I replied that I would 
need time to consider it. Brian Baigent 
(BWB), who was responsible for the 
Drawing Office, was also asked. BWB 
gave me a call and we discussed mat- 
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ters, realising that our age (50+) was 
against finding another job in the then 
poor economic climate. He suggested 
that perhaps we should accept the 
offer — it meant employment for six 
months and the chance to seek a 
permanent position at Crewe. 

JAL interviewed many people but 
made no promises. Clearly he had to 
assess the responses of the inter- 
viewees and then go back to the 
Company board at Crewe with his 
proposals. Nothing at all was heard of 
this matter and I went to France 
knowing that on my return there 
would be just one week left before I 
left MPW for an uncertain future. 

In France there were things to do 
on the house such as the usual redec- 
orating and a bit of rewiring, helped 
along by the consumption of some 
very good, inexpensive wines. After 
returning home I arrived at work on 
Monday morning at about 7.20. As 
usual John Condon (JC) had made 
the tea and he asked me how my hol- 
iday had been. How were things at 
MPW?, I countered. Nothing special, 
he said, just the usual sort of trials 
and tribulations but nothing we 
couldn't handle. 

We were nattering about one thing 
and another when RAW popped in 
bang on 7.30 saying “good morning all 
— Richard and Eric, may I have a 


For many years Mulliner Park Ward craftsmen combined modem body engineering techniques with 
traditional coachbuilding crafts. One of the last details to be applied to the car as it neared completion fel! 
firmly into the latter category. This was the bodyside coachline, seen here being painted on by hand using 
d long-haired brush called a ‘fitch’, a steady hand and plenty of skill. 
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word, please?”. In my office RAW in- 
formed us that we would be required 
to work at MPW until the year’s end, 
which of course made us very happy. 

A few weeks later a few of us re- 
ceived a letter from JAL inviting us to 
visit Crewe to have a guided tour of 
the factory, an overnight in an hotel 
and a coach tour of the town and sur- 
rounding area. Many of us had visited 
Crewe before and some, like myself 
and BWB, had been there many times 
over the years. Our ex-Company 
employee guide was persuaded to 
show us some of the sights not on the 
usual tourist route. The evening din- 
ner was attended by several of Crewe’s 
managers and it became clear that 
they needed MPW’s expertise to enable 
the transfer of Corniche and Touring 
Limousine finishing operations to 
Crewe. 

Next morning the coach collected 
us at our hotel and, once away from 
the town, there were many quiet and 
picturesque villages with houses at 
about half the price of the area where 
we lived, in north-west London. 

Back at MPW life continued as 
usual with various problems affecting 
the new hood and its operation — es- 
pecially with the hood links. Our 
Manufacturing Manager Ken King 
(KK) asked if we would undertake 
100% inspection of these parts. I in- 
formed him that as the particular 
supplier had submitted an accepted 
proof sample and was an accredited 
supplier the only course of action was 
to return the whole batch. KK re- 
quested that we inspect and pass suf- 
ficient items for one week’s production 
and return the remainder. This course 
of action was to be repeated many 
times as KK and his team fought to 
meet production targets. 

We spent our first Christmas in 
France decorating and cleaning — just 
like one does in any new home — and 
got to know the neighbours and the 
locale, knowing that the future was 
uncertain on the employment front. 
This aspect changed when JAL again 
visited MPW in late November with of- 
fers for both BWB and myself of con- 
tracts to work at Crewe until July, 
1992. In all, more than 40 MPW col- 
leagues agreed to work at Crewe on 
contracts of various lengths. 


To be continued 
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Derby Phantom 


Fellow enthusiasts, by now all owners 
will have received an invitation to join the 
Register. If you have a Derby Phantom and 
have not received a form, please contact 
me and | will send you one. Once we have 
all the replies in, | will write to every 
owner asking them to give me as much of 
their car’s history as they know. This in- 


formation will be placed in a data base and 
as changes in ownership occur, | will up- 
date the Register to the best of my ability. 

The history of our cars is very impor- 
tant and if we do not do something about 
preserving this history, new owners in 
years to come will have little chance of 
finding out a car’s heritage. 

The response so far has been very en- 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


Happy New Year, members. This year 
we have the first opportunity to meet as 
a group. 

Technical Day 

The Federal Rally to be held at Coffs 
Harbour provides this occasion, and en- 
closed with this issue of PRAECLARUM 
is a programme for a Technical Day 
planned for Friday May 3rd. 

| have attempted to include many of 
the high interest items shown in the 
recent Survey. These all relate to the 
checking of the wellbeing of our car and 
are tasks most owners can and should 
attend to, with guidance, even if they are 
unable personally to undertake any 
repair. 

Also included is guidance on the selec- 
tion of correct lubricants, coolant and 
brake fluid for our models, and reference 
to correct fuels, which all relate to sound 
running and longevity. 

The 90 minute Member Session allows 
for briefly sharing experiences and/or 
seeking guidance. Please notify me be- 


forehand if you wish to contribute. This 
will assist in preparing a list of subjects 
for circulation to members and appor- 
tioning time. 

Thus the thrust of this first Workshop 
is developing a sound understanding for 
the proper care of our models. 

Spare Parts 

As indicated in the last issue, the high- 
est interest Survey item was spare parts. 
Martin McCarthy (N.S.W.) has very 
cautiously agreed to be the Register’s 
Spare Parts Officer. Thank you, Martin. 
Please do not contact Martin yet if seek- 
ing a part, but certainly do so if you are 
one of the six Survey respondents who 
offered help in this area, or anyone else 
with knowledge of likely sources. 

Hopefully, in time Martin will have his 
finger on the pulse for likely parts 
sources and eventually this information 
will be available on our yet to be estab- 
lished Club Register Internet site. 
Library 

Member Bob Nicholson (U.S.A.) has pro- 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


Register Technical Day, May 3rd, Coffs 
Harbour 

Enclosed with this edition of 
PRAECLARUM you will find a seminar 
plan and application form for the Silver 
Shadow Register’s Technical Day. Whilst 
the topics will predominantly relate to 
Silver Shadow, Bentley T and derivatives, 
anyone interested is welcome to attend. 
This form can also be downloaded from 
the website. 

Please complete and send your remit- 
tance by March 28th latest to me. 
Applications will be treated on a first 
come basis. Tickets and venue details will 
be posted to you by April [2th latest. 
Branch Register Days 

Register Days have been organised in 


New South Wales and have proved popular 
with N.S.W. and visiting interstate visitors 
and their guests, resulting in new member- 
ships. Our Federal President dropped in to 
the recent N.S.W. Day, but he never 
popped the bonnet of his Camargue — not 
too sure if he didn’t want to break the 
Warranty conditions or the assembled 
‘experts’ proved too overwhelming! 

The prime objective of these days is 
the preventative maintenance of our ve- 
hicles, by assisting members to know 
what, how, when and where certain 
maintenance procedures are necessary. 
The sharing of knowledge and experience 
by the participants is enlightening, enter- 
taining and controversial, but always fun. 

Stewart Begg, the N.S.W. Branch’s 


couraging, with overwhelming support 
from members for this project, for which 
| thank them very much. It is early days 
yet, but | think we will make it a success- 
ful Register. 
Mick Rust, Registrar 
Phone: 08-9379-0801 or 0418-91-5356 
FAX: 08-9379-1261 
mjrust@iinet.net.au 


vided me with lists of articles relevant to our 
models that have appeared in The Flying Lady. 
These were available collated into three 
books, but all are currently out of print. 

| have also started correspondence 
with Tony Jenkins, Registrar for our mod- 
els in the R.R.E.C.. Tony has offered his 
assistance and | have responded that | 
would welcome assistance in the area of 
establishing a Member Library. 

Initially, | am compiling a list of rele- 
vant articles/publications which should be 
of assistance to members. Suggestions of 
items for inclusion and/or offers to briefly 
loan an article from personal libraries for 
scanning would be appreciated. 

The aim is to compile a ‘pooled’ 
Member Library on our Club Internet 
site, which is only accessible to financial 
Club members. Chris Gillings has sug- 
gested a simple procedure for the latter. 


Lloyd Missen, Registrar. 
67 Rembrandt Drive, 
Middle Cove, N.S.W. 2068. 
’Phone/FAX: 02-9958-283 | 
lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 


roving reporter, covers (in his inimitable 
style) the social and technical aspects of 
each event in London & Derby, with Robyn 
Henderson maintaining the forward dates 
and details in the ‘Coming Events’ section. 
The next Register Day in N.S.W. is on 
March 6th. All members, their guests and 
cars are welcome. For a nominal fee you 
can enjoy the fun, the experience, the 
debates, or join the guessing game of 
identifying which legs poking out from 
under a car belong to whom. 
| have had a number of enquiries 
about other Branches having such days, 
however no-one has offered to organise 
them. Therefore, if you want to be your 
Branch’s purveyor of a day’s fun, | can 
assure you of enthusiastic encourage- 
ment and support. 
john Begg, Registrar 


3860 


PRACLARVM 


Stan Spackman’'s trailer conveying his 1974 John Player Norton racing motorcycle. The car is, of course, Stan’s beautiful 1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SDW49 1), our front 


cover and featured car in PRAECLARUM 4-97. 


Views expressed in this column 
are strictly those of the writers. 


Rare Norton 


The motorcycle (above) is a John 
Player Norton manufactured for only 
three months during 1974 prior to the 
cigarette company withdrawing its 
sponsorship of the Norton Racing Team. 
This is probably the only genuine 
example in Australia. 

| had been invited to display it at a 
classic motor cycle show, held annually at 
Williamstown in Victoria for charitable 
purposes. On the way home it must have 
distracted the attention of the driver of a 
Volvo station wagon travelling in the 
opposite direction, which collided with 
the rear of a 4WD vehicle whilst he was 
staring at my rig. 

| have noticed some raised eyebrows, 
both within and without the Club, con- 
cerning the towbar. It happens that it was 
supplied and fitted by the then Rolls- 
Royce distributor, Kellow-Falkiner, using 
the existing fittings and without the need 
for any alteration to the chassis. | imagine 
that this would imply a degree of 
authenticity. 

By the way, my car has not been fitted 
with a secondary roof antenna, as sug- 
gested by the photo — it is the covering 
of one of the guy wires stabilising the 
power pole. 

Stan Spackman, 
Victoria 


Radley’s aircraft identified 


If ever proof were needed of the 
worth of the Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


as a repository and propagator of Rolls- 
Royce history, then PRAECLARUM 6-01 
provided it. How very fortunate we are 
— as Australian enthusiasts, in general, 
and the Foundation, in particular — to 
benefit from the donation of James 
Radley memorabilia by a descendant who 
lives literally on our antipodean doorstep 
in New South Wales. It would be trite, 
and mere gilding of the lily, to add to 
what has already been said about this 
valuable acquisition and illustrated by 
the Editor in PRAECLARUM except, 
perhaps, to underscore the honour 
conferred on the Foundation with its 
custodianship of such priceless material 
from the legendary James Radley’s 
collection. 

Taking up the challenge to identify the 
“extraordinary aircraft” in the photo- 
graph on page 3818, | turned to John 
Wegg, Editor in Chief of the U.S.- 
published aviation magazine Airways, and 
one of the world’s foremost experts on 


aeronautical history. Amongst his vast 
aviation library John discovered a refer- 
ence in British Aircraft 1809-1914 by Peter 
Lewis (published by Putnam) suggesting 
that the pictured aircraft is a Radley 
Monoplane. The book’s four-line descrip- 
tion (without illustration) says: “The 
Radley Monoplane was a tractor designed by 
James Radley and constructed during 1911. 
The engine was a 50 h.p. Gnome, and the 
machine featured elegant gull-dihedral wings 
mounted on a fuselage of circular section”. 
In that brief notation, there is much to 
be learned from what is said — and not 
said. Firstly, for most of us, there is the 
discovery that James Radley was not only 
an aviator, but an aeroplane designer and 
constructor too. (I suspect, however, 
that Tom Clarke, with his encyclopaedic 
knowledge encompassing even the most 
infinitesimal minutize of Rolls-Royce hist- 
ory, might have something to add on the 
subject.) John Wegg adds that “Radley also 
teamed up with E.C. Gordon England to 


Another look at James Radley’s aircraft as seen in PRAECLARUM 6-01, from the James Radley album now 


in the Sir Henry Royce Foundation collection. 
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build the Radley-England Waterplane |, 
which was rebuilt as the Waterplane 2 after 
a crash”. Most readers would recognise 
the name Gordon England as another 
that is redolent of British motor sporting 
history. Also an aviation pioneer, he 
raced, and later managed a team of, mod- 
ified Austin Sevens with much distinction 
at Brooklands and elsewhere during the 
1920s. 

Reverting to the Radley Monoplane, 
we must heed John Wegg’s caution 
against any assumption that it actually 
took to the air. In Peter Lewis’s refer- 
ence book, 
described, with remarks as to whether or 
not they “left the ground”. But, as John 
puts it, “Peter Lewis did not specifically say 
[that the Radley Monoplane flew], unlike 
other entries in the book, so | presume he 
couldn’t find out”. 

In the Peter Lewis text, the term 
‘tractor’ should be dissociated from any 
connotations of the Massey-Ferguson 
variety! It refers to the propeller and its 
forward-facing location (what we would 
regard today as ‘conventional’), with the 
propeller ‘pulling’ the aircraft along — 
hence ‘tractor’. This was as opposed to 
other types, both ancient and relatively 
modern, where the propeller(s) faced 
backwards, effectively ‘pushing’ the air- 
craft, and spawning the term ‘pusher’. 
Peter Lewis makes the distinction that 
the Radley Monoplane was a ‘tractor’ 
because, in those early, experimental 
days of aviation, the tractor and pusher 
arrangements were favoured almost 


other aeroplanes are 


equally. 

The Radley Monoplane’s Gnome 
engine was of the rotary type, whereby 
the cylinders, crankcase and propeller 
(which was attached to the crankcase) 
rotated around a fixed crankshaft. This 
contrasts with radial later 
adopted in preference to rotaries, in 


engines, 


which the cylinders and crankcase are 
static, with the rotating crankshaft driving 
the propeller to which it is connected. 
W.O. Bentley was an exponent of the 
rotary engine, his B.R. (‘Bentley Rotary’) 
series of aero engines proving successful 
in wide usage. 

The PRAECLARUM photograph of 
the Radley Monoplane confirms the 
Lewis book’s description of its “elegant” 
wings. Their dihedral, or upward-sloping 
sweep is evident, as are the extended, 
curving wingtips. Also visible are the twin 
rudders, the lower one almost a mirror- 
image of its upper counterpart. But per- 
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haps the most unusual feature, from 
today’s viewpoint, is the vertical post or 
strut seen just behind the cockpit. 
Correctly described as a ‘cabane 
structure’, it is a pylon from which 
tensioning guy wires radiate to the wings 
and other aerodynamic surfaces to 
maintain the rigging of the aeroplane. 

Whether or not the Radley Mono- 
plane flew, it was a testament to the 
energy, drive and ingenuity of James 
Radley, a man whose epic deeds in the 
pre-Great War Austrian Alpine Trials did 
much to enhance the reputation of the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost as ‘The Best 
Car in the World’. 

By way of a postscript, Alastair 
Kinloch is to be congratulated, and 
thanked, for his feature BMW’s future 
“Rolls-Royce” in the same issue (6-01). 
Using a simple but clever Question & 
Answer format, he has distilled the con- 
volutions and complex machinations of 
the Rolls-Royce/Bentley/BMW/Volkswagen 
ownership saga (some might call it a 
fiasco!) into one, easy-to-understand 
page. Whatever opinion one might have 
of the upheavals inflicted on the two 
marques we know and love, Alastair’s 
efforts should leave the reader in no 
doubt or ignorance of the cold, hard 
reality of the facts. 

Roger Thiedeman, 
Victoria 


‘Mrs Bradley’ Phantom 


| have a note from our R.R.E.C. 
Secretary, Peter Baines, and a copy of a 
page from PRAECLARUM 5-01 showing 
your reference to the car used in the 
‘Mrs Bradley Mysteries’ television series. 

My wife and | have owned the car for 
16 years and in that time it has been used 
from time to time for TV and film work, 
‘The House of Elliott’? and ‘Mrs Bradley’ 
being the most noteworthy. It is quite 
interesting but involves a lot of hanging 
around and then half an hour of frenetic 
activity followed by more waiting. Some- 
times | drive it in costume, which involves 
more rehearsing, etc. 

Working with Diana Rigg was certainly 
an interesting experience. She is very 
professional and we got along quite well 
as { was driving her a lot of the time. 

It is quite strange that you have seen 
the car in Australia [the ABC screens most 
of the better U.K. television series — Ed.] as 
we now have a strong connection with 
Sydney. Our daughter Penny is married 
to an Australian and they emigrated to 
Sydney earlier this year after ten years 
living in the U.K. We recently made a 
brief three week visit to see them and in- 
spect the plot of land they are buying to 
have their house built on. | hope we shall 
be able to visit on a fairly regular basis in 
the future as | have been retired for 
some years. 


| would be interested in communicat- \ 


RRE.C. member lan Gilroy's 1927 Phantom | Windovers limousine (60LF) with Diana Rigg and Neil 


Dudgen, stars of the ‘Mrs Bradley Mysteries’ TV series. 


SM ay. ed, 
: 3° ‘ beh 


ing with any of your members in the 
Sydney area by Email [contact Editor for 
address} and if | can be of assistance to 
any member please do not hesitate to 
contact me. We live only half an hour 
from the R.R.E.C. headquarters at Hunt 
House. 
| have included pictures taken on the 
‘Mrs Bradley’ set which | hope will be of 
interest. 
lan Gilroy, 
Buckinghamshire, U.K. 


Bentley 4'/s Litre bearings 


| have been going through old copies 
of Motor Sport which our Branch Library 
has decided to dispose of and have found 
two interesting items of some relevance 
to those interested in Rolls-Royce 
products. 

The first is an entertaining report of a 
swift trip from London to John O’Groats 
and return in a Bentley 4'/s Litre Vanden 
Plas drophead coupé. The author is none 
other than Founding Editor W. Boddy 
and the issue of Motor Sport is August, 
1938 (pp.289-294). | happened to browse 
through the latest available Motor Sport at 
the newsagent’s the other day and noted 
that Bill Boddy still writes a section in the 
magazine each month! 

| met Bill Boddy back in 1972 at a 
V.S.S.C. meeting at Thruxton. He was 
driving a '20s Calthorpe and was suitably 
rugged up against the incredible cold in 
leather greatcoat, flying helmet and 

goggles. It was so cold that water leaking 
from the radiator dripped onto the front 
axle and from there formed a long icicle. 

However, to the point of all this. In 
the November, 1940 issue of Motor 
Sport (page 211, in the ‘Rumblings’ sec- 
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PRACLARVM 


MOTOR SPORT 


Bearings in a Bentley 


In certain quarters stories have circu- 
lated to the effect that that fine car, the 
4'/4-litre Bentley, is liable to bearing 
maladies if driven fast for prolonged 
periods, a matter referred to by Cecil 
Clutton in his highly controversial article 
published in MOTOR SPORT last Aug- 
ust, so it is worth harking back to our 
experience of this car when we road test- 
ed it in August, 1938. We took out a 
Vanden Plas drop-head foursome coupé 
and averaged 50 m.p.h. with it from 
London to John o’Groats. To do this the 
car was driven hard for the whole 700 
miles, with only one break of any length, 
and the makers said nothing whatsoever 
about keeping the r.p.m. or road speed 
down. Eighty m.p.h. wherever it could 
be in safety, and the engine was run up to 
its maximum in third gear after fast 
comers. In all, over 1,500 miles were 
covered in this manner and speeds of 
more than 90 m.p.h. were reached on 
more than one occasion. No trouble of 
any sort was experienced, certainly no 
bearing trouble, and as this run was as 
stiff a test as any private owner could 
well impose, we have never suspected 
the Bentley of suffering from weak big- 
ends. The big-end bearings in use when 
we tried the car were die-cast in A.C.9 


tion) is an item on ‘Bearings in a 
Bentley’, a copy of which is enclosed. 
The text results from the trip described 


see 


a 7 oh 


November, 1940 


aluminium tin and they ran for 48,176 
miles in this car, of which 24,980 were 
those fast Continental miles, after which 
the engine was taken down and the cond- 
ition of the bearings was found to be far 
superior to that of white-metal and lead- 
bronze linings subjected to identical | 
tests. The shells were almost unmarked, 
particularly those from Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 5 
connecting rods. Various lubricants were 
used, purchased in the ordinary way, 
with by-pass filtration. This bearing 
metal followed Rolls-Royce’s R.R.56 
alloy, and is composed of 5.5-7.0 per 
cent. tin, 1.5-1.8 per cent. nickel, 0.6-0.9 
per cent. copper, 0.7-1.0 per cent. 
manganese, 0.15-0.3 per cent. silicon, 
0.2-0.45 per cent. iron and 88.5-91.3 per | 
cent. aluminium. The specific gravity is 
about 2.95-3.0 and the coefficient of |_ 
expansion 0-150 deg. C., 0.0000225. 
The heat conductivity is about 36 c.g.s. 
units, or approximately three times that | 
of steel and five times that of babbit. 
A.C.9 has excellent anti-corrosive qual- | 
ities, and resists oil corrosion, in contrast 
to cadmium and lead-bronze. It gives a | 
brinell hardness figure of from 45 to 50, | 
and after heat treatment for twelve hours | 
at 180 deg. C., this figure rises to 
between 60 and 75. 


in the article cited above and | suspect 
might help with the mystery which in 
more recent times has surrounded the 


The Bentley 4'/ Litre chassis, 
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formulation of bearing material used in 
the 4'/s litre engines of both Bentleys 
and Rolls-Royces. Could the material 
described be the elusive ‘Hall’s Metal’? 

| hope this might be of some use. 


David MacArthur, 
Victoria 


Editorial comment: ‘Hall’s Metal’, an engine 
bearing material, was named for Horace Hall 
(HI), Chief Metallurgist at Rolls-Royce Ltd. 
The Phantom Ill received Hall's Metal bear- 
ings in 1938, part way through the 'D’ series. 
lt is my understanding that the Bentley 4'/: 
Litre also benefited from that improvement 
at around the same time, but whether or not 
this took place before the advent of the over- 
drive (M’ series) cars is something that | 
must leave to others with superior knowledge 
to reveal to us. — M.I.B. 

BMWs future “Rolls-Royce” 

The heading on the fine article by 
Alastair Kinloch in PRAECLARUM 
6-01, page 3821 says it all: BMW’s future 
“Rolls-Royce”. His use of quotation marks 
around the name we revere puts it all 
into context. Though he prefixes his 
Q&A scenario with the caveat “as | see 
them”, his answers to the hypothetical 
questions are quite factual — save for his 
views on what the Great Man and the 
Gentleman would have felt regarding 
these cars from a division of BMW. Few 
would disagree with Alastair’s guess at 
the possible reaction of Messrs Rolls and 
Royce. | certainly don’t. 

Club members should note that only 
styling has been carried out in England 
whilst all engineering design has been 
done in Germany. It appears that the fac- 
tory in England will only carry out finish- 
ing and interior trimming. 

The argument is not about the fact 
that Bayerische Motor Werke AG have 
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legally bought the rights to the Rolls- 
Royce name, radiator design and mascot. 
Nor is it about whether the cars they will 
build in Germany and badge as Rolls- 
Royce motor cars are Rolls-Royce cars. If 
BMW say they are Rolls-Royce cars then 
they are — like it or not. However, | be- 
lieve that most people will see these cars 
as BMW cars. 

The market probably couldn’t care 
less about the change of ownership or 
the engineering and manufacture in 
Germany. BMW will certainly make a 
magnificent car and in all probability 
make a huge success of it. 

Devotees of the history of the most 
famous marque in the world would how- 
ever correctly claim that these new cars 
will have no connection to the cars that 
have been made continuously by the 
engineers, craftsmen and women who 
descend in an unbroken line from Sir 
Henry Royce. These people, along with 
all the assets and history, remain with 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd, 
Crewe, Cheshire. Remember, BMW do 
not own this Company, they have merely 
acquired the right to use the various 
Rolls-Royce trademarks on a car of their 
own design and manufacture. As such, 
many are already saying that these BMW 
products are not “real” Rolls-Royce 
cars. Some also question whether or not 
these cars should be embraced by the 
Club. 

In addition, our Federal ‘Deed of 
Agreement’ excludes any car not manu- 
factured by the Company “and their suc- 
cessors” — which in its present form is 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd, 
which will continue to exist (and there- 
fore has no “successors”’). 


Victor Steiner, 
Victoria 


The Park Ward — one of the final Rolls-Royce cars from ‘the engineers, craftsmen and women who 


descend in an unbroken line from Sir Henry Royce”. 


Market Place 


Cars For Sale 


1913 Silver Ghost (2412) Peels of Brisbane 
London-Edinburgh 2-seat Victoria phaeton (1913 
body). Possibly the only original, complete low- 
radiator L-E chassis left in Australia. In very fine un- 
restored condition. This model is the most famous 
of all, sought after because of extreme rarity but 
eminently useable at great speed on long distance 
rallies. $485,000. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 1 (w) 


> ey 
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1922 Springfield Siver Ghost (154BG) Rolls- 


Royce 
Custom Coach Works ‘Pall Mall’ tourer, Superb, 
often stated to be the most original Silver Ghost in 
Australia. 102,000 miles, four owners, four times 
winner of the EJ. Vidler Shield for Age & 
Authenticity, one Overall Federal Concours win 
and many Class awards. Original handbook, tools, 
keys, etc. Superior handling and light steering. 
Consider Small Horsepower model as part 
payment. $375,000. David Heuzenroeder 
08-8563-0143 


1922 Silver Ghost (4PG) open-drive limousine, 
affectionately known as ‘Gertie the Ghost’. 
Aubergine with black wings, black Connolly hide to 
front compartment, grey West of England cloth to 
rear. About 10,000 miles since complete restor- 
ation. A superbly comfortable rally and tourng, 
multi-award winning motor car in pristine order. 
$280,000. Bill Hall 02-9498-6854 


2 | 
1923 Twenty (5987) Barker tourer. A superb, orig- 
inal ‘barrel-sided' tourer, regarded as the most de- 
sirable of bodies for the light, early 20 h.p. chassis. 
Every detail correct including rear Auster screen, 
fine instruments, 6-wheel equipment, luggage rack 
and Barker patent headlamp dipping system. 
Possibly the most desirable unrestored Twenty in 
the country. Astute buyers recognise the interest 
and value of original coachwork over replica bod- 
ies. $72,500. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 (w) 


3864 


Market Place 


Cars For Sale 


1925 Silver Ghost (!25AU) Hooper landaulette. 
Apparently low-mileage 7-seater in superb condi- 
tion with lovely original coachwork - even better 
than a tourer for family outings or waving to one's 
subjects - could be used for next Royal visit! 4- 
wheel brakes. Price reduced as a result of a press- 
ing need for money into winery. $275,000 o.n.0. 
Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 1 (w) 


ie ge i a 


1929 Bentley 6'/ Litre (KR2687) HJ. Mulliner 
sedanca de ville. Original coachwork with wind-up 
division as exhibited by HJ. Mulliner at the 1929 
Olympia (London) Motor Show. This unique sur- 
vivor has been superbly rebuilt in England and with 
Speed Six engine performance it provides effort- 
less and stately fast cruising. $360,000. Graeme 
Miller 03-9842-5212 


TT aie ——— 
1934 20/25 (GYP40) Windovers saloon with 
division. Fitted with champagne cabinet; and 
1936 25/30 (GTL4) Windovers limousine, with 
division and occasional seats. Past concours award 
winner. Both cars on full wedding hire registration 
until 2002, Same owner past 20 years. Both are 
well known and reliable Club rally cars and have 
been to many inter-state Federal Railies. Genuine 
reason for sale. $130,000 or offer. Andrew 
McFarland 02-9 | 30-2935 


2 


1938 Phantom Ill (3DLI4) Rippon Bros. 7- 
passenger limousine. Burgundy and black. Roger 
Fry restored. Extensively rebuilt, very strong, origi- 
nal V-|2 engine. Brilliant rally/touring car. $105,000. 
Julian Walter 041 8-91-3914 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1950 Silver Dawn (SBA52) deep Navy blue with 
vynal upholstery. Excellent condition, in the family 
for 20 years. Being garaged in Wagga Wagga it is 
away from coastal weather conditions. $38,000. 


Robyn Senior Smith 02-9949-1063 or 


0402-| 3-369 | 


1953 Bentley R-type (B270TN) steel grey with red 
interior. Excellent condition. Current Western 
Australian licence number B|953. Tools, handbook. 
$27,500 or offers. Patricia Thorpe 08-9386-4767 
or FAX 08-9386-9338 Email: pthorpe@iinet.net.au 


1954 Silver Dawn (SUJ86) Long boot saloon. Late 
series with twin exhaust and final instrument panel 
layout. A very original Sydney delivered car, prop- 
erly maintained and in everyday use. Automatic 
gearbox. All tools and no modifications. N.S.W. 
reg. VE-128. $37,000. Geoff Tyson 02-93 | 5-894 | 


1956 Silver Cloud | (SWA1I02) Hooper saloon. 
Very rare all-aluminium coachwork in Sand and 
Sable with fawn moquette upholstery. Delivered 
new by York Motors to Mrs Bushell of Bushell's 
Teas fame. Owned by me since 1980, recorded 
mileage 119,716 thought to be correct. Winner of 
‘Best Restoration’, 1983 N.S.W. Branch Concours. 
Fitted with air conditioning. Handbook and tools. 
Registered (N.S.W.) RR-617 for daily use. 
$130,000. Bill Martin 02-4384-1344 or 
0407-29-4849 


1965 Silver Cloud Ill (SKP195) Regal Red metallic 
with beige hides. 58,000 miles, totally original and 
100% complete including ail tools. First place 
RROC. concours winner starting in 1982 and 
Federal Class Winner 1998. Club member-owned 
last 22 years and maintained to Rolls-Royce speci- 
fications every year. $78,000. Dick Erskine 
08-9336-2819. Email: hilarye@start.com.au 


PRACLARVM 


Cars For Sale 
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1960 Silver Cloud I] (STB48) Shell Grey over Black 
Pearl with red leather and carpets. Melbourne del- 
ivery, the first V-8 Rolls-Royce imported into 
Victoria. Genuine 87,000 miles only. Full service 
and historical records. Interior refurbishment 1997, 
repaint 200]. Excellent condition, could be 
brought up to concours condition with minimal 
effort. $59,500. lan Sykes 02-6286-8894 


BS s+ onli kak EMESIS 
1967 Bentley T Series (CBH1975) H,). Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Balmoral Green paintwork 
(including radiator shell) with tan upholstery. 
Hollandia ‘moonroof, Phillips radio/cassette/CD 
player. Comprehensive documentation. Full history 
and colour photographs in PRAECLARUM Feb. 
2001. $49,000, offers welcome. Tony Davidson 
08-8332-5550 or 0417-08-9120. — Email: 
trak@adelaide.on.net 


ci ee, Saar s 3 oa 4 
1979 Silver Wraith Il (LRH36157) Cardinal Red 
with black hide. Delivered new to HRH Princess 
Margaret. Immaculate condition. 55,000 miles. A 
superb proper motor car. $49,000 negotiable. 
Boyd Rasmussen 07-415 1-4067 


1982 Bentley Mulsanne Turbo (BSD06977) 
Cotswold Beige with beige interior. Well known 
Club car used only for special events. Mileage 
50,000 (only 2,500 per year). Many concours 
awards including the Federal perpetual Silver Spirit 
Trophy three times. In virtually as new condition, 
easily the best early Bentley Turbo in Australia. 
$85,000. Bill Rorrison 02-6922-6762 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS' CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1996 Bentley Turbo R (BRV59094) long wheel- 
base saloon. Midnight Blue metallic with magnolia 
hides piped blue and blue top-roll. Picnic tables 
and rear seat silver/crystal decanters and glasses, 
Exquisite in every respect. 45,000 km. Australian 
compliance. Located at P & A. Wood, U.K., where 
it has been serviced and stored since new. 
$160,000. Dick Erskine 08-9336-2819. 
Email: hilarye@start.com.au 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S$ Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K.) +44-1248-600994 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Parts For Sale 


Brand new boxed set of 4 Lmarr wheel discs with 
fittings for 18" road wheels as fitted to R-R 20/25 
and Derby Bentley. New price $US2,505, about 
$A5,341 including air freight and GST. Make me a 
reasonable offer and they are yours. Paul Samuels 
02-4862-2048 or FAX 02-4862-2049. Email: 
paulracing@bigpond.com 


Silver Cloud II/Bentley S2 front parking lights, $196 
each; Bentley T hubcaps (ventilated), $400 each; 
early Silver Shadow hubcaps, $400 each. Tom 
Johnston Motors 08-8234-5600 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion, 
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Parts Wanted 


Wanted for Bentley 3'/2 Litre: discarded front 
brake drum (ring only) for use as a pattern 
for new castings. John Floyd 03-9509-9746 or 
FAX 03-9509-1029 Email: timely@vegas.com.au 


Wanted: tools for Silver Wraith (same as Bentley 
Mk VI/R-type and Silver Dawn). Sundry hand tools 
plus tyre pump, 3 x tyre levers, oil syringe and 
‘wander’ light with brackets. Nei! Matthews 
03-9707-5225 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: sales brochure, publicity photos or any- 
thing interesting relating to the Rolls-Royce 
Camargue, especially later series. Fred Haughtey 
PO. Box 272, Albany Creek, Qid. 4035 or ‘phone 
07-3263-7027 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce Bulletin July 1952 (Company 
publication, not R.R.E.C.). Good condition essen- 
tial. Roger Thiedeman 03-9798-2154 or FAX 
03-9798-6903. Email: rman@optushome.com.au 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
“Front-on’ shots cannot be used, For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with ail other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multiple parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning; 

* splines and gearcutting: 

* pattem-making and casting; 

* nameplate etching; 

* cast iron welding; 

* fuel tank manufacturing. 

John Handley Restorations 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4159-9143 


of Bundaberg. 


Authorised Dealer for spare parts, servicing and 
mechanical repairs, all models. Three Year Factory 
Warranty on all post-war parts fitted by 
Authorised Dealer. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 
02-9744-511 1 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Comiche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. Pleiades 
Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) RO. Box 40, 
Gayndah, Qld. 4625. ‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to R.R.OC. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 21st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


David Ekberg Pty Ltd 


1972 Rolls-Royce Corniche 
Convertible 
Seychelles Blue/Beige hide 
“Best in Australia” 
DRH13353 $118,888 


1984 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit 
Silver Sand/Nutmeg/ Beige 
Melbourne del., two owners 
ASE09866 $38,888 


Other cars available. Please telephone 03 9533 8883 any time. 


1992 Bentley Brooklands 
Rosewood/Champagne hide 
piped Maroon 
Sydney del., two owners 
BEP46078 $118,888 


1990 Bentley Eight 
White/Charcoal hide 
Burr walnut veneer including 
picnic tables 
BEL32661 $73,888 


1997 Bentley Continental R 
Mica/Sandstone hide 
Melbourne delivery, two owners 


BBV53354 $333,888 
1965 Bentley S3 
Dawn Blue/Grey hide 
Choice of two 
B28HN From $48,888 


LMCT 9000 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeal! 
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2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


e Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

° UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


Eueryoue 2 
talking about 


*Fuelstar Fuel Catalyst 


Run on UNLEADED PETROL 


Fuel saving guaranteed minimum 7% to 10% 


More Power - Better Performance 


Parts, Repairs Essential & Preventative 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 
13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600. Fax 08 8234 5607 
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Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 
countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates 
(colour extra): 


Cost per issue: 
$451 
$253 
$143 


Size: 

Full Page - 
Half Page - 
Quarter Page - 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we’ll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
... as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


102 3867 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/s Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 
Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, 
Federal Rally 2001 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 


Vintage Motor Garage 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


BODY WORKS 


Visit our website 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. vintagemotorgarage.com 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 
with Lmarr discs. discs for almost any car. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 
¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 
¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
* comes with everything needed for installation. [MARR DISK LTD. 
Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, P O Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442 -O910 USA 
Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, E-Mail: Imarr@ attglobal.net; Website: www.Imarr.com 
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ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY OF SYDNEY 


Official Sales Dealer, Parts, Service and Coachwork Centre 


“People care more about being thought to have taste than about being 
thought either good, clever or amiable” 


Samuel Butler 


There is no greater realisation of taste than the interior of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car. 

Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney have sixteen years experience in the care, refurbishment and 

replacement of any aspect: woodwork, upholstery and trim, carried out in the finest British 

tradition. Such craftsmanship and attention to the most miniscule detail assures complete 
customer satisfaction. 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone: 02 9744 5111 FAX: 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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